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 Easygrants ID: 24231 
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation NFWF/Legacy Grant Project ID: 1401.10.024231 

LI Sound Futures Fund 2010 - Small Grants/Education - Submit Final Programmatic Report (Activities) 

Grantee Organization: City of Norwich Harbor Management Commission 

Project Title: Thames River Interpretive Signage at Norwich Harbor (CT) 

 

Project Period 11/01/2010  - 08/15/2012 

Award Amount $9,480.00 

Matching Contributions $0.00 

Project Location Description (from Proposal) Brown Memorial Waterfront Park, Norwich City Hall, 

American Wharf Marina, City of Norwich, New London County, CT. 

Latitude: N 41° 31' 23.1664" Longitude: W 72° 4' 43.0971". 

 

Project Summary (from Proposal) Prepare and install wayside signs depicting environmental themes 

concerning the Thames River watershed and Norwich Harbor. Project 

will design these signs to provide educational benefits in an urban 

setting. 

 

Summary of Accomplishments he Harbor Management Commission has successfully completed its 

interpretive signage project utilizing the funds provided by the Long 

Island Sound Futures Fund grant program in 2011.  The project 

consisted of design, fabrication, and installation of three approximately 

30-inch by 36-inch, low-profile, wayside exhibit signs depicting themes 

related to the natural environment of the Thames River watershed and 

the Norwich Harbor. Preparation of the signs involved significant 

research, writing, and graphic design efforts overseen by the 

Commission.  Drafts of text and images were reviewed by a number of 

interested agencies as required by the LISFF, including The Last Green 

Valley, Connecticut Sea Grant, and the Connecticut Department of 

Energy and Environmental Protection’s Office of Long Island Sound 

Programs, Fisheries Division, and Watershed Division.  These agencies 

approved the final designs prior to fabrication.  Panels entitled “Fish of 

the Harbor” and “The Historic Norwich Waterfront” were installed by 

the Norwich Public Works Department on the waterfront at Howard T. 

Brown Memorial Park in February 2012; the panel entitled “Watershed 

of the Thames” was installed by the Public Works Department along the 

public walkway at the American Wharf Marina in March 2012. 

 

Lessons Learned The project went well adn according to plan. 

 

 

Conservation Activities   See Narrative - Not Required 

Progress Measures   Other Activity Metric 

Value at Grant Completion  Not Required 
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Final Programmatic Report Narrative 
Project: 2010-0071-022-Thames River Interpretative Signage at Norwich Harbor, CT 

 
1. Summary of a Accomplishments 
The Harbor Management Commission has successfully completed its interpretive signage project 
utilizing the funds provided by the Long Island Sound Futures Fund grant program in 2011.  The 
project consisted of design, fabrication, and installation of three approximately 30-inch by 36-inch, 
low-profile, wayside exhibit signs depicting themes related to the natural environment of the 
Thames River watershed and the Norwich Harbor. Panels entitled “Fish of the Harbor” and “The 
Historic Norwich Waterfront” were installed by the Norwich Public Works Department on the 
waterfront at Howard T. Brown Memorial Park in February 2012; the panel entitled “Watershed of 
the Thames” was installed by the Public Works Department along the public walkway at the 
American Wharf Marina in March 2012. 
 
2. Project Activities & Outcomes 

 
Activities 

 The project consisted of design, fabrication, and installation of three 
approximately 30-inch by 36-inch, low-profile, wayside exhibit signs depicting 
themes related to the natural environment of the Thames River watershed and 
the Norwich Harbor. Preparation of the signs involved significant research, 
writing, and graphic design efforts overseen by the Commission.  Drafts of text 
and images were reviewed by a number of interested agencies as required by 
the LISFF, including The Last Green Valley, Connecticut Sea Grant, and the 
Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection’s Office of 
Long Island Sound Programs, Fisheries Division, and Watershed Division.  These 
agencies approved the final designs prior to fabrication.  

Outcomes 

 Promotion and enhancement of public enjoyment of the City’s harbor and 
waterways, and provide educational benefits in an urban setting that previously 
lacked interpretive signage related to the City’s harbor and waterways. The 
signs are enjoyed by Norwich residents and all others, including those who 
otherwise might not be exposed to information concerning the Thames River 
watershed and the City’s coastal resources and waterways. 

 
3. Lessons Learned 
Tying in the program with existing Harbor Management plans creates a cohesive structure for 
resource management. 

 
4. Dissemination 
Upon completion of the project, the Harbor Management Commission made a presentation of the 
signs to the City Council and prepared an exhibit with less than full size copies for display at different 
indoor locations, beginning in the City Hall.  In addition, the images have been added to the City’s 
web-site (http://www.norwichct.org/).  Copies of the signs are now being used in various 
promotional initiatives concerning the Norwich Harbor. 
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