
 

MISSISSIPPI 

Coastal Bird Stewardship Program 

This project will improve Mississippi beach-nesting bird habitat negatively affected during 

the Deepwater Horizon oil spill through nesting habitat enhancements and stewardship 

activities that will result in successful nesting, hatching, and rearing of chicks.  The project 

focuses on expanding the Audubon Coastal Bird Survey program, a year-round volunteer-

driven monitoring program for shorebirds that began in the wake of the oil spill.  The 

stewardship program focuses on 22 sites in coastal Mississippi and carry out standardized 

monitoring; implement best management practices to secure nesting sites and reduce 

human use and invasive species threats; and educate diverse audiences to increase 

understanding of the needs and value of coastal waterbirds.  

Natural Beach habitats are dynamic environments that are stressed by ongoing human use 

and development.  Today, coastal sensitive species are primarily located on and restricted 

to public lands, yet despite this seeming protection, shorebird populations continue to 

decline and degradation of habitat continues.  This project will restore and protect coastal 

bird populations by reducing disturbance and restoring habitat to allow greater nesting 

success, and higher rates of survival.  Specific target species that include migratory, 

breeding and resident species are strategically selected and represent different nesting and 

foraging strategies.  Implementing restoration and protection strategies for a specific suite 

of birds will ensure benefits to other waterbirds and shorebirds that were affected by the 

spill and associated cleanup efforts. 

 

 

 

 

 

RECIPIENT 

Mississippi Department of 
Environmental Quality 

AMOUNT 

$1,866,100 

PARTNERS 

Audubon Mississippi 

Mississippi Department of 
Marine Resources 

LOCATION 

Jackson, Harrison and 
Hancock Counties, MS 

ANNOUNCEMENT DATE 

November 2013 

PROGRESS UPDATE 

Audubon staff has continued 
strategic planning for colonial 
nesters. Historical least tern 
colonies have been 
monitored and prepared for 
the nesting season. 
Unregulated firework use is 
an issue in the project area 
around this time of the year. 
Representatives from 
Audubon and Mississippi 
Department of Marine 
Resources (DMR) met to 
discuss strategies for 
minimizing the threat to 
nesting birds by unregulated 
firework use. Audubon 
reached out to the Harrison 
County Sheriff’s Department 
to ask for additional help and 
DMR worked with the 
Harrison County Board of 
Supervisors to enact needed 
policy changes. (August 2016) 

The Gulf Environmental Benefit 

Fund, administered by the 

National Fish and Wildlife 

Foundation (NFWF), supports 

projects to remedy harm and 

eliminate or reduce the risk of 

harm to Gulf Coast natural 

resources affected by the 2010 

Deepwater Horizon oil spill.  
To learn more about NFWF,  

go to www.nfwf.org. 

 

Habitat 

enhancements and 

stewardship 

activities will 

protect the nests of 

approximately 

1,500 coastal 

waterbirds. 

 

http://www.nfwf.org/

